
Help Us Build an Outdoor Classroom for Learning at Clifton 
Terrace School By Participating in the Atawhai 4 Square 
Grocery Grab 

• See Terms and Conditions Below 

A Project Rooted in Purpose, Community, and Wellbeing 

Clifton Terrace School, nestled in the heart of Atawhai, is a cornerstone of our community. One of Nelson's 
oldest schools, it celebrated its centennial in 1959, with deep generational roots still visible today. Many of 
the original families remain in the area, contributing to a proud, vibrant culture that stretches across 
decades. 

Today, we are home to 285 tamariki ranging in age from five to eleven — curious, energetic, diverse 
learners who are growing up in a world that’s changing faster than ever. And just as the world evolves, so 
too must the spaces in which our children learn. 

We are reaching out to our community, local businesses, and education advocates to raise $60,000 to 
transform an underused space into a vibrant, nature-connected outdoor classroom and calm zone. We 
need your help to bring this vital project to life by the end of 2025. 

 

Why We Need This Space: A Safe Haven in a Busy World 

Modern schools are full of stimulation — constant movement, sound, and activity. While many children 
thrive in active settings, not all do. Increasingly, our students include those who: 

● Experience sensory overload 
● Have neurodiverse needs (ADHD, autism, anxiety) 
● Come from trauma backgrounds 
● Simply need a quiet, reflective space to recharge 

 

Currently, the only place children can find peace is indoors — in the library or tucked away in quiet 
corners. But our vision is bigger than that. We want children to find calm and focus in nature, not behind 
four walls. 

“Sometimes I just want to read outside without all the noise. I don’t want to go back inside 
when it’s sunny.” 
 — Year 6 student 

This outdoor classroom will provide exactly that — a natural, shaded, inclusive space that welcomes every 
learner, including those who need stillness to succeed. 

 

Backed by Research: Nature as a Teacher and Healer 

Educational research and neuroscience tell us what indigenous knowledge has always known: 



● Time in nature reduces stress and anxiety 
 

● Outdoor learning improves focus, emotional regulation, and creativity 
 

● Calm, sensory-friendly environments benefit all children, especially those with learning differences 
 

By creating a sensory-sensitive outdoor learning area, we’re not just meeting educational needs — we’re 
investing in lifelong wellbeing. 

 

Our Vision: Expanding Horizons, Together 

Our school vision is to expand every child's horizon. We see this in the godwit that travels vast distances, 
and in the Boulder Bank that holds our estuary together — unique natural metaphors that inspire us to build 
strength, courage, and curiosity in our tamariki. 

Our outdoor classroom, designed with input from students, staff, and leading landscape architects Boffa 
Miskell, reflects this vision: 

● A central learning and gathering hub in the heart of our school 
 

● A space for outdoor teaching, performances, quiet time, and reflection 
 

● Integrated shade, natural planting, and safe visibility across all areas 
 

● Strong connections to our green spaces, mountain bike track, and playing fields 
 

It’s more than a classroom. It’s a living, breathing space that supports every type of learner and further 
strengthens our school culture. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artists impression of the 
outdoor classroom. 



 
 

 



 


